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done much to solve the problems of life, but his In-
fluence on French literature was beneficial. He was
among the first who helped to deliver it from the
exaggeration and bad taste of the early part of the
century, and to develop the clear, concise, and
vigorous prose which marked the great writers of
the age of Louis XIV.

In the attention he paid to literature, Richelieu
followed the example which had already been set at
the Hotel Rambouillet. The Palais Cardinal de-
serves a place in the history of French literature,
not because authors there found any very valuable
assistance, but because authors were found there at
all. Though Richelieu was aristocratic in his pre-
judices, his mind was open to new influences. Not
only had he a taste for literature and a desire for
literary reputation, but he recognised the growing
importance of the men who wrote; he cultivated
their society from policy as well as inclination.
Only recently had abilities of this kind secured any
social recognition. It was a.novel sight when in
the salon of Mine, de Rambouillet dukes and princes
met on terms of at least nominal equality with poets
and play-writers. Such association did not indeed
do away with a thorough recognition of the differ-
ence imrank. Voiture was an intimate of the Hotel
Rambouillet, and was often impertinent. " If Voi-
ture were our equal/* remarked a great nobleman,
*' he would not be suffered."

At the Palais Cardinal men of letters were as well
received as those of rank. No one indeed indulged in
Impertinence with Richelieu; the Duke of Enghien,s have rhetoric, which would be*id appeared, it   His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 ami the Loire became
